163.   SPEECH AT MONTESSORI TRAINING COLLEGE1

LONDON,
[October 28, 193 Ip

Madame, you have overwhelmed me with your words.3 It is
perfectly true, I must admit it in all humility, that however indiffe-
rently it may be, I endeavour to represent love in every fibre of
my being. I am impatient to realize the presence of my Maker,
Who to me embodies Truth, and in the early part of my career I
discovered that if I was to realize Truth I must obey, even
at the cost of my life, the law of Love. And having been blessed
with children, I discovered that the law of Love could be best
understood and learned through little children. Were it not for us,
their ignorant poor parents, our children would be perfectly in-
nocent. I believe implicitly that the child is not born mischievous
in the bad sense of the term. If parents would behave themselves
whilst the child is growing, before it is born and after, it is a well-
known fact that the child would instinctively obey the law of Truth
and the law of Love. And when I understood this lesson in the
early part of my life, I began a gradual but distinct change in life.

I do not propose to describe to you the several phases through
which this stormy life of mine has passed, but I can only, in truth
and in perfect humility, bear witness to the fact that to the extent
that I have represented Love in my life, in thought, word and
deed I have realized the "peace that passeth understanding". I
have baffled many of my friends when they have noticed in me
peace that they have envied, and they have asked me for the
cause of that priceless possession. I have not been able to explain
the cause by saying that, if my friends found that peace in me, it
was due to my attempt to obey this, the greatest law of our being.

It was in 1915 when I reached India, that I first became ac-
quainted with your activities. It was in a place called Amreli that
I found that there was a little school being conducted after the
Montessori system. Your name had preceded that first acquaint-
ance. I found no difficulty in finding out at once that this school

1 Extracted from Mahadev Desai's report . "At Montessori Training College"

2 Accordmg to Gandhiji's diary, he visited the institution on this date.

3 Madame Montessori had welcomed Gandhiji seas a soul rather than a
man".
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